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THE 


Nations Intereſt: 
ROYAL HIGHNESS 
Duke of Yoyk, xt. 


SIR 
on is not the particular Caſe or gour Friend only, 


but of a great many (otherwile) Worthy and 

minent Perſons, to be mis-led, and intoxicated, 
| by the plauſible pretence of a Free &ate, into a 
paſſionate Fondneſs, and Admiration of a Popular Govern- 
ment ; never diſtinguiſhing betwixt the Form and Zſence 
of a Conmenzealth ; the miſtake whereof (cach for the 
| other) has prov'd ſo fatal inthis Age ; nar calling tomind 


that it was the misfortune of thoſe that ſurfeited of our 
Kingly Regiment, and gap'd as impatiently after \Vove/ty 
as any now adays can do 5 to loſe the ſubſtance of Ziberty 
and Happineſs , in perluge of the Shadow. Nay, and too 
too many (believe me Str) there are allo, that, ſacrificing 
allconflerocions of Conſtience and Religion to their Mam- 
201 Intereſt, do labour with all the Vigour and. Artifice 
= pn 
p Manna, and a onging for their late «/fgypsi 

an Leeks and Garlick. So that you are not to look upon 
.my. Endeavours to {et things aright, as #0 this Point, P 
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be the pure EffeQts of my Compliance with your Defires 
for the ſatisfaQtion of your /7iexa, but rather of a preſ- 
ſing and indiſpenſable Duty. * 


ars i I 

-» Neither vypps. poſs ior agyather. Fon " wi, 
Lpreſume, ths Free Zſtate asithe arſÞly 

not ſubje& to any Violations ; becauſe woful Experience 
will confute, and force them to-confels either that a Com- 
monwealch.mayDegenct ate ;/or,jatleaſt, tharthe ſo much 
cry'd up Model of the.Zate. times. was no Commonwealth : 
And they muſt not only renovince their Senſes, but even 
the Fairh of Soryalfo, which fufficiently-proves/that Re- 
publicks have been anda ded with H/urpations 5 


ſometimes debauch'd and,ecmbas'd with Oligarchy ; moſtly 


(by reafonwf thei eakneſs:and Divitans)/#64s'd or 
Com Xo kat I & under their /Veighbaveing Princes ;; 
but «/ways tormented with Fattion and Conmuulſons. Nor 
in truth, has that Party as yet been able to produce any 
Arguments but ſuch, -as-in effe&,” beg'the Queſtion; by 
preſuppoſing great Unity in the Coalition, - great Probity in 
the Z»tention, and great Parity in the Exerciſe 5 which be- 
ing admitted , we ſhould fo little -need to differ about 

orms, that perhaps we ſhould ſcarce need any Govern- 
ment at all. 

As for my ſelf, -Sir, I ever abhorred 3 , and do 
deem ore Party in all Yrs guilty of ; aCrime 
which as it cryes High for Pengeance, {o ought it to 
Zowd for Unity and Moderation; into-which bleſſed Pat 
may 7hi ballance us, that we be not again Ba/otred into 
a Field of Blood : I plead for Zibertyz not the Name, but 
the 7hing , anddefign not to aſſert 7yranny, but Kingſoip's 
(as it a to the Zaws of the Zand) to whoſe p wn 
'Fam entithed by my Birth, 'for the preſervation of my 
Freedom in Perſon and Fftate; and that with more. aſſu- 
n_ than p oy can be ſecur'd _ as $6 cw 

f Many, who Tcruple not commonly to term that ##/tiee 
Gnd*without Remey.too) which is down right wipe" 
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C5 
9 that with theſe thoughts about me I ſhall readMfy"ac; 
Rnowledge (you may, imagine) that eyen Monarchy it ſelf 
is but as Zartht; 17278, (though of the fineff and frongeſf 
Sort) ahd'liable to ſugdry Copringtaces ; nothing under the 
Heavens being completely Perfeft. "In the Conftitution of 
Governments, "tis childiſh ro think-upon ere&ing of Babels 
apainſt a Deluge; but the Pe{{-:: muſt be to embark againkt 
Phd: ahd *xc/ofe the lift that may beagainſt'7reſpaſſers. 
'This being prerhiſed, 'T{k:ll proceed to handle the' Mar- 
*#r in queltion, not fer :p hy {really in WNorions abſtratted 
from theik Subjefts (, Paſtime wich our Plitenicks much 
delight in) but 170rally an! Reaſonably ; and enforce ſuch 
Artuments.only as are plain, fenfible,- and 1ppropriate to 
our own Countrey ; leaving the Notional to our Book-men, 
whoſe Yolumes, calculared for all Climares, fvell big a- 
painſt the #-:!s of the Rule of MAN Y, or Democracy. 


"Neither ſhall [ preſu., 2 to inſift upon any ſuch inſuperable 


difficulties, as are of 7 quality 'too high for a private Pen 
to meddle with, muſt neceflarily obvrate the eſtabliſhing. 
of a popn/ar Plitformamongſt us ; but lay before you in 
the Fr ſt place, the preſent State of the Nation,fo Far forth 
only as may carry any immediate Relation to the SubjetZ ; . 
and then draw all to an Application. 


d 2. THIS 7/and, now, is alarge Continent, abun- 
dantly populous; and govern'd ( I may fay) by the Su- 
bordinate Influence of the Nobility and Gentry ; who live 
plentifully, and at eaſe upon their Rents, extracted from 


'the Toyle of their Zenants and Servants ; every one of 


of them . Afting the Prince within the Bounds of his own - 
Eſtate, where he is in a manner Abſolute. His Servants 
and 'Zabourers areas aſſals, his Tenants indeed are Free, 
but yet in the Nature of Subjef#s ; whom he orders-in 
his Courts, draws Supplys from by his Fines, and Awes 
by his Power and Oaths of Fealty, to great Submiſſions. 
The more his: Marnrors are, and the more indulgently he : 
| | behaves 


(63 * 
behaves himſelf: like a good Prince } the larger is his 
Territory, and the more awful are his Commands. A Rich 
and Potent Neighbour pives Check to an Zoferionr ; He 
again being aver-ruled by one that is more conſiderable 
than himſelf. But yer none of theſe, with reſpe& to his 
Quality and Eſtate, will admit of a Parity with a meaner 
Neighbour, much leſs with his 7enant or Dependent. 

Into the Rank of Gentry da our Officers , Citizens, and 
Burghers urotg be enroll'd : So that no ſooner by Arms, 
Office, or 7rade, do they acquire a competent Stock, but 
forthwith for Zand it is diſposd ; and then, diſowning 
the Title of Soldiers, Citizens, or Burghers, they take to 
themſelves the Degree and Name of Gentlemen , with 
Arms not improper ; for England within it ſelf, has been 
ſo often ſhuffled from H72h to Zow, that there is ſcar 
any rtificer but may find his Name in the Her a/ds-Bog®, 
though not his Pedigree,” which Ingenuity yet and Good 
Will may ealily ſupply z and thus be:ag Equipt with a 77- 
tle and Eftate, they ſet up ſuitably the Dominion withia 
their 7erritories, which none do diſpute, as having no 
right to intermeddle with what a man has or des within 
himſelf: For by Gertry I underſtand not ſuch only as are 
ſo in Blood, but in Quality alſo; ſuch as live eaſily and like 
Princes, upon the Labours of their Dependents. 

Out of This Order are uſuzlly conltituted our Sherif5, 
Fuſtices of the Peace &c. By the countenance of which 
Authorities they ſo order all Z/e#ions to Parliament, or 
otherwiſe, that the Countys Commonly follow their re- 

ive Fadtions, and the Commonalty in their Votes are 
manag'd by 7hem, as a Horſe by his Rjder. Now as 
the forarien or Intereſt of Land, is principally in theſe 
Two Ranks; Soallo is the Conſequence thereof, Power 
and Command ; which emboldens them to fuch a Height 
of Spirit ( natural toour m_— and Gextry ) that they 
are too apt to undervalue Perſons of Inferiour Condi- 
tion, [ Burgeſſes and Mechanicks, ] with whom to /zter- 
| marry 
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9] 
anzrry, by our Old Law was a Diſpar agement for a Ward ; 
and this Spirit of Geperoſity inc to be ſuppreft, ſo ri- 
veted is it in their Vatures, but by the Eradication of their 
\Qua/iiet at leaſt, if riottheir Perſons. 2 
"And indeed. the eſtabliſhing: of a/ Free Efbate (fo 


| icall'd ) were otherwiſe Deſperate and Ampratticable 


Cn the — Mecanicks among the * Swiſſes, 
n found to be true?) It being of the very £ſſence of a 
Cominonavealth;to reduceall Degrees to a Parity. For as 
Titles and Hononrs are iacident to ing-ſbip; ſo allo are 
H£quality of Place, and Birth, to Democracy ; unleſs where, 
in caſe of Office, for the 7ime only, they are entitled to 
a Precedency. Reduced you mult be, Sir, to the Condition 
of the Ywlear; for though you are already ſtiled Common 
ers, yet t is only a Fallacy of the Name, and deludes 
our Statiſts, you being ſuch, no otherwiſe than Repreſex- 
zatively, and rather the managers of the Peoples purſe, than 
purely Commons. Neither yet would the bare procuring 
of ſuch a Parity be ſufficient to do your Friend's Buſineſs , 
unleſs he could alſo get a Supreme Power eſtabliſh'd ingfome 
ſuch Body Corporate,CompaQted and Permanent, as,by re- 
ducing of divers meet Cities, Forts, and Caſtles, under its 
Command as the Head Colony, might give Law to the 
ſveral Countries,and mould them into aVaſſalage compe- 
tent to make up a free Eſtate : But this you know is as 
well impious, as upon ten thouſand accounts impoſſible 
to be effeHed. Nay,and though this point were alſo ob- 
tainable,yet would nat our /Vobslity and Gentry have either 
the Honoar ofthe Vame,or Benefit of the Thing ; nor would 
it be inſtiled the Common-wea!th of Eng land,but of that par» 
ticular place that ſhould ſo uſurpupon the reſt of the Va- 
#j0n; and then too our pay mult be as 74-7 impoſe,our Liber- 

ty as they vouchſafe it, and we ſubjeQ ro our !nferiors. 
Nor is this Diſcourſe to be lookt upon as meer Dro/- 
lery ; for from This Zmbrio have iſſued thoſe Common: 
wealths which are ſo fam'd in /Votion ; as Rome, Carthage, 
B | Athens, 
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Adihiens ; Lacedemon , Corinth, Thebes , ' Bt, Great Ch 
ties of that Name, which, haying fubdu'd the adjabent 
Territories, : denominated. the Dominion ;. wherein. only 
thoſe of the Freedam( Citizuns und” Dexrzens): had #de 
or) Power , the' Vebles and Ciinrleme _ purely 77 
Satary'to the Chief City ; unleſs they traniplanted them 
ſelves, renounc'd their Cries} and fo, by degrees,advanc'd 


into the. Howour of a Burgeſs; as we:now do exerciſe out 


Funiby iſſue. And little different are ar this/day the-c6- 
lebrated Common-wealths of Yenice; the United Provinces, 
the Svifſes; not to inſtance in thoſe Perty States of Ge 
noua, Ragnſa, Geneva, &c. All of them moſtly denomi- 
nated from thoſe Principal Cities, which give Law to the 
adjacent Prownces. . Thoſe indeed of the Hollanderiand' 
Spitzers, tho' they derive notyſo direly, their Ze from. 
One City, yet are they (in Subfazce ) of the fime Com 
poſure ;, being only an United. Boay of Corporated' Cities,. 
combin'd in Ore, for Mutual Deferce againſt Droaders, 
but of'an equa! Power to impoſe upon the Neighbouring. 
Zerneories , ſituate under the aw of each 'reſpeQive- C;- 
tr, or Fown-Garriſen, It falls notwithin-my Memory, that 
there ever was, or at This Day is, a Free-Zfate in the: 
whole World,that's manag'd by the Geztry Inhabiting at 
large; «or by any People not combin'd within the ZXor/- 
dition of their Walls ; exceptithe Grifons ; who ure a 
{catter'd People of ameanOwality, having long fince dif- 
own'd their Gentry; and are without 7/al{ed Towns or 
G arriſon;whole Confuſions make them eafie for Conqueſt; 
were their Country worth. it, and not. ſecur'd. by the 1: 
uited Cantons. 
But to apply the Premiſes, can your Friend, or any 0- 

ther Man of the ſame S$:amp imagine, that our Nobility 


and Gentry ('as now in Power ) will ever be induc'd* 


to admit a- Parity ; will level their Degree and Domina- 
tion to a Proportion with their Coppy-ho/ders? Nay, will: 
TEnaunce the wearing of a Spora, and learn to make one ?* 
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Will ſubmit to 'become 7ributary tothe Neightawy-Co- 
loyyÞ tf this tan be brought about ; theri- perhaps, ( and 
nt viſt chen') may "we 'dgain hope: to aſpirs from our 
eſcar (Glorious Hae of Kitig-ſpip, to. 4 Free-ftate in 
Clow#y-ſbip 4 or ar leatt, from the #ree-giving of Subſidies, to 
the Mujefty of a Stopter 3 tothe Forced-perment of Tribute 
to the — 4 iehty Burgber ; fuch as was that High 
and: Mighty Barcher, who, not many years ago was com- 
miſlioned by the Sriſſes, as one of their. Chiefs to be God- 
Father to the French Kings Son. Now as Plato phanſi'd 
his Community, and Sir 7homes Moor his Wtopie ; to axe 
ſome of theſe big with hopes of a Rotation; thereby tore- 
2fſume their Idoliz'd Made! of a Commonvee!th, out: of 
the ſeatter'd Gentry, in the nature of a Zouſe of Commons, 
But fince nothing bur new Experiments will ſerve ſuch 
mens Turns, I could wiſh they would find other Subje&s; 
to try. Concluſions upon, than, the Zfates, Zzves, nay, © 
the very! Souls of Chrifians. You well remember I'me. 
ſare,; Sir, that we once ran the Zzſs of Zhoſe, and the 
Fktztard of Thefe;upon the cloudy proſpeRt of a Chimera'in 
the Brains of fore: The word Ziberty deluded us into Pats- 
exnce,and patience from 1648. 1669. brought forth not leſs 
Payments, bat more Servitude. And let'them nor hope to | 
brmg Countenance to- their Can/e, by alledging ( as they 
Have once done) that they could never be permitted t9 
to foſter up their Babe to full perfection; for they will e: 
ver be oppoſed by all /Yi/cand Zozal men, who having ex- 
rimented the Fuils of ſuch a Stete,wilbbe as vigilant and 
induſtrious to keep it from getting footing among us again, 
as thoſe that are otherwiſe, can be to bring'it on. Beſide 
that, you cannot have forgot, Sir, that from 3548. to 
1653, they had it from'ithe WVarſe, and (had they ſtuck 
to their Pretences.) might in five years time (or never). have 
TſetiD upon'its Feer z only they too ſoon / poor wretches ) 
found the ſweets of Uſurpation. Bur then it could never 
have been'of any long Continuance, .as manitelily apfica rd 
| B 2 rom 


upon Zhat Occaſj 
bo Lamdeend, it 


nſible, as. 
the NVo- 


as ſe 
, 


juſt and generous; Irke ſpifing (as a Pyramide) from - 
low tobigh;ra0d 1 | M dal it contraQs.4t Telf into} , 
an Unity at #09"; So: God is/One,, or.he were ;not.God,, nor 
couldbe Rule the World x and'#f your Friend likes. not 


rhis Preſident, 'box fed! continues to delight inthe Rule.of. 
I -d SO 47s. 
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Ffany, \letbim begin a Pattern inhis own Family, and he 


may there, poſſibly have enough to do. 
© $73::NO W. my; band's in, ſhall vencure ro feroing 
Repfurther, and refreſh your memory with a:/ew of our 


Condition whilſt this Free-Srate kept above Hater, the 
Paſt being the ſureſt- Clew to dire& us in our Conjettores 
upon Futuritier, In thoſe days we were never free (you 
may remeinber) from the apprehenſions, of an /nſurrects- - 
6#-at.HdHowe, Or an ans go from Abroad x. living in. conti- 
nual Zee/oufies even of our very next Neighbours. Thele 
Zears-obliged 'us to maintain a conſiderable Force at-Land 
and Se4,. which, lying idle, corrupted, as ftanding Hater 
in a Pool,. and every moment. threatged freſh Combuſtions, 
as they were blown vp this or that way.by their new JZa- 
fters,- but at the beſt {like our old Lord-Dares ) they-were: 
moſt in{upportably. burthenſom and odious to the County, 
by their Q#artering ; and to keep them as much'in-«tFtor 
as'poſſibly- we-could, we:were fainecither-to be perpetu- 
ally amuſing them - with pretended Diſcoveries+0f fo 
new feigned Plot or other, or elſe to engage them11n #o- 
reign Hars. For the {upport of this Army (now) we were 
compelled to daily. Contributions, beſides grear and.innu- 
merable: Cuſtoms that were exaQed:; together with the 
Exciſe, (a Brat begotten in the Zow Countries, with their 
State, which. makes them free indeed, byt then it is in' 
in. Purſe, not- in Privilege) a Tribute which no King of 
England did always demand,before they enforc'd us to pay 
itz which being ever before look'd upon as Poyſon, we 
then took as Phyſicks- and for the bare,but neceſſary men- 
tion whereof, in the Houſe of Commoas, that Grand Patri- 
&-(as they ſtiled him) Mr: Pyz, was: by. a young Spirit 
(not without great Applauſe) call'd tothe Bay : Add here- 
unto. the Benevolences, . Sequeſtrations , five and twentieth 
parts, a Tax of fifty Subſidies at once, (though the late King 
luffered ſo much by the demand of twelve only). Fines _ 
\HOIR » , Compoſitions, 
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C14] 
Compoſitions, fale of Kings, Biſbops, Deas ant: Chaprors, 
wr 7 ade Lands, the tio parts of Papiſts | 
nay a ſhare of our very Charities to the diftrefſed; and 
alt this over and above the ordinary 4nd conſtant aflell- 
mentsthat were levied. How wasit all devoured by this 


Army, whoſe belly indeed was bottomleſs ? and yet whar | 


Arrears did we owe them juft before the-King's Return ? 
Three millionsat leaft ! Reform it we durit not, andour 
conſtant charge tro maintain it could not belefs than rwe 
Millions yearby.tre  word,we never uſed:to-be in a worfe 
nears than when free CE SEO when 
the e were quiet, we had no Zexas either to ſequeſter 
or por Our 77 ode fell to nothing,-our hore inters 
rupted,our Gold walk'd beyond Sea moe freely than in ow 
own Country ; and weloft no leſs than 2000 Sail of Sbips in 
two or three years time: There was no ſettlement, but. 
we wereevery day dancing after a »ew H/bifle ; ten Mo- 
dzls we had in propoſal at one time, and every Feiim 
ready with Blood to aver his own'way to be the beft. By 
our known Zaws we conld not be 1mpriſfon'd, but by -# 
Regular proceeding in a Corſe of Fuſtice, but under out 
free Eſtate (on the other ſide) upon the moſt ſlight fug- 
geftions of a ſpiteful Veighbour in Authority , we were 
preſently ſeiz'd by the Serjeant at Army, with his exorbi- 


tant Fees ! No Bail, no Habeas Corpus, no regular way of | 


Fuſtice to do us right! bur, after a 7welvemonths ſtay in I 


Goal , if we could make good Friends, and humble our 
ſelves to our potent Adver/ary, we might poſſibly be dif- 
charg?d ; but without aw*zds, or knowing of our Crime. 
Lo thus, while we cajoPd- our felves with the Vame of 
Freedom, we loſt the Thing; and became free, only to be 
made the moſt deſpicable of Hawes. 

By this, Sir, you ſee that the Q«eſ#+0- 1m hand might be 
decided iin a few words ; and only by alledging the invin- 
cible Znclination of the Englith to Zfonarchyas 1t1s now e- 
ftabliſhed': For as no man can well be wrong'd with his 

"17 conſent ; 
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conſent y"{o peiaher-is any man to be obled (were there 
204 ſich chiog inthe caſe) agyialt hos 2; \, Andindeed 
how acer + warirws , founded u Han pr 
fprve, without it? Or a Srate that. mult necefſa- 
Bly be the meer Adjetive of an m9, become a Sar 

| tet. With.as much Reſon might-I allo objet matter 0 
Title, tromrite ſens Eſtate, with a flaw in the convey- 

| exce,, or clogg'd:with Statyres and Zudgments, is not ſure: 
r of ke w4/2e, as if it had been deſcended. clearly from 
reat Grandfather, and were free from Claims and /n- 
braces. But it ſhall be the next part of my buſineſs, 
with all convenient brevity , ro ſhew that the preſent eſta- 
bliſp'd Government, ag it excellently complies with the: 
haws, arg wet of this Nation, {0 it COmpre- 
heads all the Berefirs of a Commonwealth in great: per- 
ſion. - [-* 
To demonſtrate how it complies with our Zars and 
Conſtitutions, let it iuffice, That (AZonareby, in theſe Va- 
tv0n3, being more ancient than Story or Records, more ve- 
nerable than-Zradition it lelf)) our Laws were bora (as it- 
were) under this Cl/;»zate, habituated to this Diet and Ar, 
grafted into this Sock; and though we have (thanks be 
to:God,) forgotten-our Norman, yet will it be, very hard' 
for us to learn Greek, much leſs Utopian, That in; the late: 
8 Uſurper's time. our Zawyers; with one Voice, importun'd 
him rather to aſſume the Sty/e and Power of a Kings, to 
which they found all our Zaws were ſhaped, than retain: 
that of a Proteor, unknown to the Ziv : That nothing; 
rendred the late rchiteFs of a Commonwealth more ob-- 
noxious, than that notwithſtanding their infinite D//cords- 
n other things) they generally agreed in the mecrſity. of 
tubverting all our Fundamental Zaws, in order to their 
Deſign :Whuch Confideration {we are in Charity to believe) 
obliged the ſober men of all Parties,the true Patriots, (nay 
and even the chiefeſt Pillars of the Parljaments Cauſe too) 
© unite themſelves with the Royal Zatereſt, as not endu- 
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| Da. 
ring to hear of thoſe violent and dangerous Mterations 
which they plainly ſawa Repub/ick mult neceſſarily intro- 


.duce. 


© For itsfuiting with our Genius, examine we (inthe firſt 
place) the various Revolutions that have happened to this 
Hand ; Britains, Romans, Saxons, Danes and Normans z 
.or (more nearly) the changes in their Deſcents from: the di- 
ret Line to the Collateral; or (yet nearer) the times of Ir- 
farrtttion and depofing Kings; Edward and Richard, (both 
the Seconds of the Name) and we ſhall find Xng-ſbip ever 
to have been in faſhion. * Nay, that of King Zohn is more 
notorious, for when the People had ina ſort dethrow'dhim, 
and fworn Mlgiance to Lewis of France, yet when Fobn 
died, the ſame People not only Expelled the Foreigner, but 
having got the Power into their own hands, they Crowned 
King Zohr's Son, being then an fart without Intereſt or 
herents: Nor will all our Chronicles afford us one fingle 
Inſtance of any Defign or Endeavour to ere a Free Eſtate x 
{before the late unnatural times furniſh'd the Preſident ) 
no not when Fat 7yler, or Fack Straw revelld it with their 
Clowns. Neither is this Genizs ever to be chang'd; for 
refle& we (in the ſecond place) that as our Engliſh Nature 
is not like the French, ſupple to Oppreſſion, and apt to de- 
light in that Pomp and Magnificence of their Zords, which 
(they know) is ſupported with their Slavery and Hunger , 
Nor like the Highland Scots, where the Honour and /ntereſt 
of the Chief is the Glory of the whole Clan : So doth it as 
little (or leſs) agree with the Dutch humour, additedonly 
to 7raffick, Navigation, Handicrafts, and ſordid Thrift, 
and (in defiance of Heraldry) every man fancying his own 
Scutcheon. For does not every one amongſt us, that has 
the me of a Gentleman, labour his utmoſt to uphold it ? 
He that has »or, to raiſe one? To this end, do not our 
very 7eomen commonly leave their Zands tothe Eld+{ Son, 
and to the other nothing but a Hail, ora Plow? Did not 
every one (in the days of our late bleſſed Martyr) pinch 


; No Daxger eſcapes their Repreſenting, ng Grievarce their 
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kim -m his Condition; : to > a night hood. or 
ſmall Patent ? What need-furcher provt?' You ca hnotbur 
remember, Sir; how that bare g/imp/e and ſhadow of Mn 
narchy under Gromwel, and -his Son Dick, (though perſons 
even at the ſame time hazed and ſcorn'd; and that too-up- 
on a-molt impious and ſcandalous account) was, for. meet 
reſemblance ſake, admitted as #«erab/e;and\ (in reſpeivf 
a Commanmwealth) courted : Whieh'dlearly' evinces, how 
grateful the ſubſtance muſt needs be.to all :rne Engliſh $prs 
rits. | 
As.to our Zmereft, briefly,'(to waye tedious and politick 
Diſcourſes) there is no man, butwith half an eye may fore- 
ſee that a 4 7k (were there any poſiibility of ſetling 
one). would deſtroy all our preſent Peace and Felicity, tur 
nate our 7rade and 7raffick, involve us ina Field of Blood, 
alarm all our Neighbours, make our beſt Allies our bitter- 
eſt Znemies,, 'and probably draw upon us the united force 
of Chriſtendom, to crulh the #mbryo ; which would be 
the utter deſfrutFion and exſlaving of this moſt free and pro- 
ſperous Nation, (could it but once be capable of a due ſenſe 
of its own Felicity) to the 7yrannical Domination of a Fo- 
reigne?. i Belide, (at beſt) by what Zitle can we pretend: 
to hold Scotland, and reland, ſhould that of Deſcent be a: 
voided 4 . for Conſent there 1s none, nor- can any be ex- 


peed ? 


$. 5. BUT Icome now direQly to.afſert, That the 
Preſent Government eminently includes all the Perfedtiaps. 
of a, Free-Eſtate, and'is the Kernel (as it were). of a Com. 
monwealth 1n the Shell of Monarchy. To begin with-the' 
Eſſential Parts ot a Commonwealth : If ever there were a, 
Free and Honourable Senate ( or Parliament ) under the 
Cope of Heavez it is here, where the Deputies of the whale: 
Nation: moſt freely choſen, do with like /reedom tneer, Pro- 
pound, Debate, and Vote all. matters of Common: /utereft + 


Complaint, no Pubtick Rizhr their Claim, or Good thitir; 
demand z in al-which+, the leaſt breach of PrivIlege is. 
uſually branded with Secri/zge; And though there lyes to. 
Appeal tothe pond Body of the. People, (a Deciſion ma- 
eſtly imprafticable in Government, and fitter indeed for. 
7ribunes to move, than Nations to admit) yet ( #kttions 
ſo popalary and- Conventions frequent ) the fame end 
is. attained with muchimore ſafety and convenience. . AS 
to the Executive Part of the Prince's Power , ie exerciſes 
it by Miniſters and Officers, not only ſworn, but ſeverely {| 
azronprable + And though both Fe andthe Zords have their Þ 
Negatives in paſſing} of Bills,” ahnd it be the X3»g on, that } 
by. his Royal F3xr, thakes our Lows ; yet no 74x being 1m-. 
poſable but by the conſent of the Commons, nor any Law 
(without it) of ſuch v4/i4ty, that the Miniftersof Puftice || 
will enforce it,thereis 4 wiſe and fweet neceſſity for the King, 
and likewiſe for the Z4rds, to paſs all ſuchBillsas arevon-i | 
_ venientforthe Peop/e,and not greatly Hurrful to the Prince, | 
And-thoſe that duly weigh the Reaſo of things, do finda i 
Negative in the-King to be a moſt ſafe preſervative of Peace 
to-the People, who have as much comfort under the pro--/ 
teCtion of his Prerogarive, as they have Benefit by their 
own Privileges'; For in truth, this Bug-bear Negative (as.. 
our Republicans labour to reprefent it) is an impenetrable 
Target, to ſhelter and ſecure the Government from being 
alter'd.at the //ll of. the Commons, if at any time. they 
ſhould again'prove faftious. This (being in reaſon tnant-, 
teſt) has alſo been confirm'd by great Experience; our 
Kings havihg rarely obſtruQted'any Bill which they might. | 
fafely grant ;\but onthe other ſide, pals*d many High As || 
of meer Grace y, Circumſeribing their Prerogative, and 
clipping its //iz9«, nay better had:it been for us, if they ; 
had not pierc'd ats very Bowels. | 
This is'that Zr#ple-Cord that could never yet be broken, - 
though it has been Cur aſander;, This is our Gold ſeven times 
Refin'd , fox-every. Bill, being thrice Read, Debated, and 
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>| in Zither Houſe, is atlaft brought to the X ing fot 


'his Royal Aſſent , (which. is the Mint of our Zaws : } a 


my Tryat ſo exaQ, that ſurcly no Droſ5 can eſcape it'; ſince 
J's 


ma- 
| for. 


all Zaterefts ruſt thereto concur ; as truly it is but fit 

ſhould, 1n the Eftabliſhment of Zhat which muſt Bind af. 
This is that 7emperament, which purges our Humors, and 
(at once) eadues.us with Health, Figour, and Beauty : No 
Pete is here precipitated ; no Ait huddled yp; as by fad 
Zvents, you law they formerly us'd robe, whenthe Power 
was © by a-pretended Houſe of Commons, purg'd 
.and moulded to the /nterefts of a Faition ;, a Conſequence 
butNaturaltoſuch Premiſes/Nothing was (tbere) weigh'd, 


F but as in a Ballance confifting of one Scale ; our Laws 
i were” Aandrakes of a Nights Growth; and 'our 7imes as 
8 Fickle as the #tather of the Multitnde. [24 


The Xing has the Power of mating Yer, but then he 
cannot well be {aid to have the Mears ; {o that it does not 


amount to extraordinary much more, than a Ziberty to 


Flyifhe can get ings. He has a Sword allo; but Himſelf 


Falone very rarely draws it: And though he has the ſole 
'Jrightin the 4/itia, yet is he pleaſedto wearit only as 


a decent Weapon; Vouchſafing to the Nation, in a large 


I Degree, the Uſe and Benefit of 1t. He chuſes his Miniſters ; 
"Fas who doth not his Servers?) but then they paſsthrough 
Buch a7:f,as none but the foundeſt Zxtegrity can abide. He 


can hinder the ſtroke of #/tice with his Pardon;( tho) ſtill, 
the Zaws nat being m«zz/ed, it will Bite terribly) but then 
(on the Other ſide) the means of Relieving his Pants reſts 
in the Commons, to Ballance his 1, and induce him to 


Fa Correſpondence with Parliaments. 


That his P&r/oz ſhould be Sacred, is moſt Veedful, to 
avoid Circulation of Accounts; Reaſonable, ſince it carries 


Twith it the Conſent of Nations , Fuſt, that he become not 
'Fthe meer Butt of Faition, and Malice, and be in a worſe 


ondition than the Baſeſt of Vaſſals ; Finourable, that the 
akedneſs of Government be not daily Uncover'd;, Hiſe, 
. C3 in 


[-20'] 
: : | 
in the Conſtitution that ſawemay not (atoxce ) both.7rafs,, 
and Provoke, by-forcing him.to ſhift for his Own /udemp- 
nity .; no danger: to-the Publick —_— lo Extreme; as. 
the Outlawry. of a Prince; no:Zask ( by daily. Experience) 
ſo difficult; as the 4r4igning'of any Power, whether Re-+ | 
gal or. Popular: Andif wemake Golden Bridges for Flying 
Enemies; much more ſhould we afford them to Relenting 
Sovereigns;againitwhom we have no remedy but Prayers 
and Patience. Ulponthis account, in our Neighbour &ing- 
dom of France, even Princes of the Blood are not ſubje&ed 
to Capital Paniſoments.. Finally, very ſafe it is 1h the Con- 
ſequence ;, for{hould a &Xing'be never.ſo wicked and 7- 
raxnical, yet being (by the danger threatning his Corrupt 
"pars 557 ): tript of Apents, his Perſonal Zmpunity might 
ſignitie ſomething to Himſelf, perhaps, but nothing to the 
People. * $8 5 

A Revenue he has, for the ſupport of his State and Fa- 
wily, Ample ; for the Ordinary Protettion of his People, Suffi- 
cient ;- but for: any conſiderable Undertaking, Defetive 
and for Publick Oppreſſion 10 Inconſiderable, that when Pre- 
rogative was molt. Rampant, our: Greateſt Princes ( and 
ſome doubtleſs-we have had, the moſt Renowned. //arr;- 
ours of their-Aze ) could never, prudently, aſpire to make 
themſelves 4b/olnte. The Royal Revenue 1s proportioned 
to the Maintenance of. Courts, not Camps, and Fleets ; In 
fine, it is very Competent for Ordinary Disburſements, and, 
as for Extraordinary he reſorts to Parliaments; the Wiſer 
He, and the Happier We.! Now there is nothing more De- 
monfrative, than. that, upon Examination, we may find 
the preſent Government.to be ( compared with all the other 
Models of the Zate Times) a mighty #aſe' to the Pub- 
lique Charge ;we allow'd the 7yrant Cromwelbno leſs then 
a..conſtant Revenue of 1 go0000 /. to ſupport him in his 
Wfurpation., and yet.That Sum. { belide. all his other in- 
tolerable. Sqgueezings ) at the years end, clear'd not the Ac- 
count by far; Under the Rump a great deal more was hw! 
Vox y 
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IF Callefted out of the Bowe/s of the People, to maintain 
-# the Army; and yet foral{ that we could never beat quiet, 
, as | but were'perpetually embroyl'd in #ars either Abroad or 
ct) at Home, by our aitive Spirits, ſome to feeditheir Ambit i- 
Re+ os, others their Purſes And ſuch a Spirit we read of, work- 
ring ing in-all Free-Stetes, Ancient and Modern. What ſhall 
ing we ſay now of the. Experces of the Zete King , if ex- 

amin'd by This Savdard? His Revenue in Lands, Pergqui- 
ing- f#es, and Cuſt&ms, exceeded not 700000 /. a year; and yet 
ted by the good management of that moſt 7hrifty. and 7em- 


ON- perate Prince, that perite Annuity furniſh'd a glorious Court, 
Ty- a Noble Fquipage tor the Honour of the ation, and paid 
upt off a conſiderable Fleer ; which never was much improved, 
ohe afterwards;' by all our vaſt Payments, when we were ſo 


the unfortunate as to. fall into Orhrs hands. Nay. and our pre- 
ſent 'Charge is rather a port,-than a- Burthen, compared 

Fa | with their MonthlyTax. 

fi- " True it is,that while we live with 17en,we-ſhall be ſub- - 

es jet to_Zhat which is the EffeQ of their Varwre, Sim; nor 

re 3s-it poſſible to reap the more General Fruit of the'beſt - 

nd Eſtabliſh'd Pelicy, unleſs we ſubmit to ſome poſſible. /zcon- 


Ve veniences. . But yet-I defie your Friend, and all other Pro- 

ke Jeftors of Common-wealths, to contrive greater Freedom for 

ed their Citiz2ns, .than is provided by Magna Charta,and 7 he 
In Petition of Right ; or ſhew that it is not much eaſier to 


nd, HLiolate, thanto Mend them; tor 7hereby, our Lives, Li- 
ſer berties, and Eſtates are,under Monarchy, ſecur'd and eſta- 
Je- bliſh'd as well (1 think ) as any thing, on this fide Hea-, 


nd ven; can be. It is no Solzciſm to ſay, that the Subjed? has + 
[3 his Priviledges, as well as the King; and no Prizce ever 
ub- attempted any Violation of them, but at; the-Zozs Raw, 
en he ſuffer'd.in that point of his Preropative that let in the 
US Opportunity. Hence it is that the Rights of the People have 
n- grown ſtronger and ſtronger againſt the Prince,and: ſome- 
(C- times have hurried. his Perſox tobe a Sacrifice ; always, his - 


Inſtruments; . whereof few, in our Hiſtory, ' can we read, . 
that, Deſigning againſt the Zaw, have died inpedce. It, 
| poſſibly, , 
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poſſibly, One Prince ( as King Harry ) by his Hizh Ps 
rit, {weep all before him, yet his /»fant Succeſſor-is fam 
to make amends for his Fathers /7olations: So that Ziber+ 
ty { weſee )/isno lels Saered, than Majeſty ; Nolime tam 
ere being its Morro likewiſe: And in caſe of any, the 

leaft Tn fftbgement, (as Eſcapes in Government may-hap+ 
pen, even in the moſt perfe& ) it is reſented as-if the Vs- 
tion had received a Box on the Ear. It it be (as theylay) 
the Glory of 2 Free-State, to Exalt,, the Scazdal of Zyrans 
»y, to Fmbaſe our Spirits ; doubtleſs the EfabliſÞ'd Form 
4s our Only. Common-wealth , for all that we got by the 
Chapge of it, was but the learning quietly to take the Baſti- 
ade, Nay, and at the very worſt that can be .imagin'd, 
it is much moze Effie ( were it Zawful) for us to.diſpute 
our Rights witha ſingle Prince, and his Trembling Agents; 
than (as it was our Caſe formerly ) witha &zot of Sove- 

& <5 that are backt with the Sword. 

e are now again able to _ ( which we could 
-never do under their Free-Z#fate, tor all the fair Promi- 
ſes they made us.) the Zezifative, and the Mmiſterial Au 
thority : For tho" both of them are Inherent in the&ng , 
yet are not both of: them his own peculiar and] Per- 
ſonal 47, We know that the Houſe of Commons has not 
the Power of a Court-Zeer, to give an Oath, nor of a 
Fuſtice of the Peace, to make a Mittimus : And this Di- 
ftinttion, doubtleſs, is the molt Fital part of Freedom, 
and'far more conſiderable to poor S#jef#s, than all theſe 
mens pretended Rotations ; as, on the contrary, the abſo- 
lute Fumbling and Confounding of them, is an Accom- 


* Pliſhment of Serviraude ; for which all Republicks, 1 tear, 


{ andour late one more eſpecially ) have more to Anſwer, 
than any Zimited Sovereign can have. And certain it 1s, 
that asour Prince, in his Perſonal Capacity, makes no Laws ; 
ſo neither does he, by himſelf,' Execute or Interpret any : 
No Fudge takes notice of his ſingle Commana, to juſtifie 
any 7reſpaſ# ; no not ſo much: as-the breaking of a Hede's 
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his-Power is Circumſcribed by his Zuftice ; he is (equally 
with the meaneſt of his Subjei#5)-concern'd in that Home/? 
Maxim ; He may dv juſt ſo much, and no more, than we have 
91 rodo. And it is tolerably enough ſaid, with reſj 

to his Political Capaciry, He oa do no wrong, becaule, if 
it-be wrong, he does it.notz -it is void in the AF, and pu- 
niſbable its his Acent. His Officers, as they are alike lya- 
ble, fo, perhaps, they are more Obnoxions to Sndiitments 
and Sits, than any other ; by. how much their 7reſpaſs 
ſeemsto be of a Higher ature, and gives greater Alarm : 
His Private Hill does not Countermand his Publick ; his 
Privy Seal ſtill buckles to his Great Seal, as being (ina ſenſe) 
the Vat ions; as well as tis ; His Order ſapercedes no Pro- 
ceſs ; and His Diſpleaſure threatens no man with an hours-» 
Impriſoument,; after the Return of Habeas Corpus : An Un- 
der Sheriff is-more Terrible,a Conſtable more Sawey, a Bay- 
liff more Troublefom than He: And yet by his Gentle fu 
thority, by this Scabbardof Prerogative (as lome in deriſion » 


- have lewdly terar'd it) which (if it /Y0uld) Could fearce 


Oppreſs an-Orphan ; ZTumults are Curb'd, Faction Mode- 
Tated, ſurpation foreſtall'd , /ntervals Prevented, Perpe- 
twities Obviated, Equity Adminiſtred,' Clemency Exalted, 
and the People made Happy to a degree eyen of Satiety and! 
Hantonneſs.-. 

To Conclude this Point : What ſhall T add more ? The 
Ad enjoyning the Keepers of the Great Seal, under pain of + 
High Treaſon,to Summon a 7riennial Parliament,of Courle, . 
by: Virtue of the AF, without further FF arrant ; The At 
forbidding the Privy-Council to intermeddle with Mew & * 
7am ;, the Law aboliſhing the Sar Chamber, High Com- 
muſſion, &c. Branding all paſt, and Bridling all future enor- 
mites : The Statutes limiting the Aine's Claims, the Acts - 
about Quartering of Soldiers, - and Habeas Corpus , beſide 
many. other principal 7munities, wherewith (by the E- 
Ipectal Favour of God, and the Bownty of our Princes) we - 
are Bleſſed, far beyond any of our Weighboxrs ; Above all, 


[24 ] 
our Mſ#rance (by the Goodneſs and Clemency of our preſent 
Dread Sovereign) Teadily to obtainſuch further Addition 
and perfection of Liberty-and Security, (if any ſuch there 
can be ) as may conſiſt with AZodefty and Zziberty it ſelf, 
' toask: Does not all this Proclaim aloud, thatwe arethe 
Mirronr of Governments, Envy of Monarthies, and Shame - 
of Common-wealths ; 'who- cannot -but bluſh to ſee them- 
ſelves ſo:Eclipſed and Silenc'd, .in all their Preterces to 
Freedom? And does it not more than juſtifie my Aſertion, 
that with all the Ornaments of the Nobleſt Kingdom, we 
have, likewiſe, all the Fnjoyments of a Free-Eſtate. 
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$. 6. HA VING thus given you the Reafors why.I 
conceive, the Proje& of fixing the Model, which your 
Friend termsa Free-#ſtate,” here among -us , would be 
Imprattiacble ;. preſented you with a Proſpect of the miſ- 
chiefs and_ DiſtrzCQtions that were the Coxſequents of a 
like attempt, from Forty to Sixty.; Aﬀerted the natural * 
Print and Juclination of the Engliſh to Monarchy, exclu- | 
ſively of any other Form of Regiment whatſoever ; Ana- 
tomiz'd the' Royal Prerogative, and Sun'd up the great 
Immunities, Bleſſings and Privileges which we do pecu- 
liarly, -and- above- any other. People .or Nation in the - | 
known World, at this day enjoy, under the eſtabliſhed 
Government Eccleſiaſtical and Civil ; 1 hall now apply my 
ſelfdirefly to touch upon the Second Branch of your Com- 
wands, I mean the Affair of the Black-Bex, and the *De- 
ſizn of Interrupting and Invertiug' the Zegal' Surceſſion' of 
the Crown of theſe Kingdoms. | | | 

You would not- (I know Sir ) have impoſed 'a 7ros- 
ble. of This nature, either upon your: ſelf, or Me, had 
you been Ignorant, or Inſenfible of the-Ative and: Inve-+ 
terate Malice of ſome Turbulenr, Evil-minded Perſons 
( Profels'd Enemies to all Civi/ Rule and Order ) who'per-' 
ceiving the Eye of Authority, necefſitated to abate of its 
uſual Stricktneſs over ther,upon the Diſcovery of the Zed. 
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lh Plot now in Agitation, and Deſigning not to let flip fo 
Eminent an Occaſion of expreſſing their A/alevelence to the 
Government, and of improving the juſt 0dium the Papiſts 
at preſent lye under, into ſome degree of Reputation to 
their own Party, both at once ; have mightily endeavour- 
ed and beſtir'd themletves,by falle Reports, Rrnad Tales , 
and Diſcoveries, Invidious 471/-repreſentations of the molt 
{olema AQts and Reſolutions of State, Virulent and Au- 
dacious Pamphlets of all Sorts, both Printed and H/rit- 
ten, and by a Thouſand other 7ricks and Zaventions, of 
the like quality, wherewith the Father of Zyes and S/1- 
ders has from time to time ſuppli'd them, to ſow Seeds 
of Diſcord and Animeſity in all Families as well publick 
as Private, raiſe Storms of Fealouſy and Diſtoment, 
Alienate the minds and AﬀeCtions of the People from 
their Sovereign, Principle them into Diffoyalty, Poyſon 
them in their Mzgiance, and to divide them into Par- 
ties and Fattions : And all this too under the Plauſible 
Cover of zeal againſt Popery,and Arbitrary Fncroachment<s, 
but with a Direc ( though Covert) Aim at the Subvyer- 


* ſfionofthe moſt Excellent Form of Polity by Law eſtabliſht 


among us, to make way for the IntroduQtion of certain Li- 
centious and Phantaſtick 7Y/himes oftheir own.But finding 
now by Experience that from all theſe undue Practices 
and Pretences ( how plauſible ſoever ) they could pro- 
miſe to themſelves little or no Aſſiſtance toward the com- 
paſſing of the * Treaſonous Eds aforefaid; and taking 
advantage of Apprehenſions, and Bitterneſs of the J{ult:- 
tude againſt the Preſumptive Heir,upon his being, by theſe 
Incendiaries, repreſented as a Principal in the, Conſpira- 
cy ; They, laying their Heads together again, reſolv'd 
to change their Battery ; and wholly'apply themlelves to 
the tering of the Legal Succeſſion of the Crowa : Thus 
providently Computing upon it, that could they but once 
ofan Hereditary turn 7his into an Fleftive Kingdom, and 
vet a Prince of the Peoples Chuſinz, *twas but picking. a 
| d _ | 
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Quarrel with him, (and what's more cafie than to find a 
Hole in another mans Coat? ) Dethroning him, and then. 
their York were. done, their Mode! would- fall in of 
Courſe. To this end now, with dark Hints, and ſecret | 
O_ they bore their Credulous Proſelites in hand , 
as ifthe K. had Zegitimate /ſue: Not intending yer, that 
this Report ſhould forthwuth become Pblick; but to 
keep it in Reſerve till they. might gain their Point by*t, 
and then. blow it down again with the ſame facility as -. 
they had raiſed it. But the Fla Squaring ſo exaQly 
with the then Predominant Humour of the Rabble, not. 
only went down without Chewing, bur alfo ſpred it ſelf 
{o much beyond expeQation, that the Lurhors of it ſoon 
found themſelves obliged to gratifie the Curioſity of ſome 
prying men of the FatFion with the Grounds and Reaſons 
of this their Belief. They had their Story at their Fingers- 
ends; Suggeſted a. Harriage (or Contra at leaſt) be- 
tween the K. and Mrs.. /. while Beyond-Sea, and that - 
the late B. of D. had Conſigned a writing ( ina Black- 
Box ) into the Cuſtody of-Sir G. G. that had been pro-. 
duced before ſeveral Perſons, and imported as muchas . 
all 7his came to. This impudent Pretext met with Cre-- 
dit from ſuchas were prepared to entertain what they ſo 
earneftly deſired ſhould be true; and paſſing from anetfett 
of meer Seht inſome-few, to a SubjeCt of Looſe and Idle 
Diſcourſe 19 a great many, at length reacht the Court : So 
that Authority ( though knowing full well that it was 
Impoſſible that any thing of 7s ſhould be real, yet) 
Searching with much Strictneſs- of enquiry into the 
matter, ſoon. deteted the whole to be a molt Yillenoss 
Impoſture , to the great SatisfaCtion - of all honeſt and. 
Peaceable men,and no. leſs Confuſion of ſuch as had ſuffer | 
ed themſelves ſo cafily to be Impoſed upon. The Principals, 
ig the mean time, growing Deſperate, upon ſeeing that 
yotonly their wicked Intents were thus diſcovered and de- 


ſeated, but. alſo that their Credits, Fleſh and all, lay at 
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ſtake; ' their Familiar help'd them out at this 4-44 Lift, 
and prompted to the repreſenting the Buſineſs to the Mul- 
titude, as a Contrivance of the Papiſts , (who (believe 
me) have faults enough oftheir oz to anſiver for, without 
ſtanding accountable for thoſe of other people) to diſcre- 
dita-juſt Claim. 

Now they were too crafty, not toforeſee that ſuch an 
undertaking were to give themſelves the Lye, in the face 


of the Sun ; and not to be ſet upon, but by, firſt, tram- 


pling under foot all Senſe and Obligations of Zruth, Cor- 
ſcience, Honour, common Shame, and Allegiance ; but te 
ſuch Proficients in Wickedneſs, theſe Conſiderations were 
rather an Encouragement than a Diſſwaſive;, ſo that they 
took the 7ask in hand, and performed it (under the No- 
tion of 4 Zetter to a Perſon of Honour, concerning the af- 
fairs of the Black Box.) to the horror and aſtoniſhment of 
Chriſtianity, nay of Humane Nature it ſelf, For, purſuing 
the Subject of their late _—_— from the Country to the City, 
(though improving and "upplying it with freſh additions 
of twenty times lewder 7exets than the former) they in- 
ſerted little leſs than downright Zreaſoz into five of the 
ſeven Printed Pages, in which that pretended Zerrer is 
contained ; and ſtuffc every Paragraph of it with all the 
Falſhood, Sedition, Slander, far. 46h Contumely, and 
DetraCtion, imaginable : Only in this they have overſhot 
themſelves, that they have daub'd on the Colours ſo abo- 
minably 7hick and Unskilfully , and Reaſor'd after fo ex- 
travagant a manner, (every ſubſequent Period of it being 
a fort of Confutation of the Precedent) that there is no 
great danger of any ſober mans being ſeduced into a 
tavourable Opinion of fo palpable a Chear. They aſſert a 
Coordination of Government, cry up the Sovereign Power 
of the People, infinuate the X72 to be accountable to his 
Subjects, repreſent him capable of Self-Depoſition, ſpeak 
contemptuauſly. of his Sacred Perſaz, bring him into the 
Plot againſt his own . Libel the Privy Council, at- 
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PC YO Y taint the Blood Royal, (a ſeven in the face 
2nd Fol.64. ofÞr. Of the moſt ſolemn Fvidence to the con- 
0aters Narrativeof trary ; and fling about their Poyſon (upon 
oe 00.9%” all Conditions and Qualities) at fo horrid a 
| , rate, thatit isenough to make x man: 7rem- 
ble, the very Thought of it : Infomuch, that did but that 
illuſtrious Perſon, of whom, witha Brazor'd From, they 
preſume to make a Sale, for the better paſſing off their 
Fill:ny, know where, or what they are, he has toogreat a 
fenſle of Elonoar, Duty, and F:ilial Tendernefs , not to be 


the #ir/t, that ſhould hurry them into a Court of Zuſtice.. 


For as h2 has'tvo much Couraze to be frightned out 
of any thing that is his Dae ; ſo has he too much Zuſtice 
alſo, to invade rhe Property of another: And ſince: the 
King's Declaration (which by this time poſſibly may have 


come to your Hand. and'which is ſince paſt intoa Record). + 


bas fully determined upon the Right of Swcceſſion, it is the 
Duty of every good Chriſtian and. Subjett to reſt ſatisfied; 
and lay aſide alt Contraftations upon that point. Now there 
is /mpicty in the bare Propoſition of EreCting a crackt Title ; 
beſide that in all probability we ſhould find ſuch a Remedy 
worſe than the Diſeaſe it felt: For thus, a Perſonal Quarret 
would be ſt afoot, and at the /vzg run the Spirits of this 
Generous People beyond meaſure Diſenſted, 1n that they 
muſt, he, be ſbjefted to their Fqual, who, to retain his 
H/urpation, will.be forc'd to Repeat and Accumulate thoſe 
Fiolences, whereof we had moſt wofulFexperience-under 
the Old Proteffor : Otherwiſe, he will ſoon: be made the 
Object of our Contemp?, (as was CromwePs Son, with his 
= and Gentle way of Ating) and his ame be-uſed 
only. as a Cloak to cover the Avarice and Fxorbitances of a 
Ravenous Faition. Neither, in truth, could this Projedt 
prevent a Relapſe into our former Calamities, beeaufe- our 
Hears (in that caſe) will eyer be'great and'continual, and, 
confequently , our Charge proportionable. To be brief; 
all the Zvils and 1Ziferres that were brought upon us-by 
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the Army, the Rump, and all the other Architedts of our 
S$ixvery in the late Times, will certainly be found Zolers. 
ble; compared with the Genuine Effetts of lo Deſperate 
and Unwarrantable a Proceeding. 


$. 7. TO this Probable Account of the Buſineſs. of the 
Black-Box,andRepreſentation of the miſchievous Conſequen- 
ces of any attempt to Ere& a Crackt 7 itle, or Interrupt the 
true Succeſſion of the Crown, muſt ( you ſay ) be ſubjoyn- 
ed, an enquiry into the principal Colours and Artifices,that 
theſe 7roablens of our Iſrael make ule of, to -palliate and 
conceal from the Dim-ſi-hted Mobile , the Poyſoz and 
Dy/toyalty of their more ſecret Projects and Aachinations; 
And truly {/ not knowing into what hands theſe Papers 
may fall ) I ſhall not grutch my Pains 1n this particular ; 
For although, as /{x»ders we cannot hop? to be clear of 
al TinQture of levity ; though we are lo ingenious at 
ſtarting Fears and Zealoxſies ( being moſt Obſtinately Te- 
nacious of our Ziberties ) as ſometimes to deprive oup 
ſelves of the Fruition of the Preſext felicities, through too 
cager and Penſive, a Sollicitation- for the Future ; and {0 
prone. to be Over-heated upon the queſtion of Religion, as 
tobe ſcarce Capable of avoiding a $//z, without being 
violently hurri'd upon the other Extreme of Miſ-carrying 
in a Charybdis : Yet are we again generally ſo Ft, Loyad, 
Conſcientions,Sincere, and Reſolute a People, asto fall upon 
Tearing any man in pieces (even though he had before,in 
his Di{2uiſe,taken advantage of our Credulity) that ſhould 
preſume in diret# Zerms, to recommend the Changing 
of the Zfabliſht Government, for any other IZodel of Po- 
licy whatſoever. And indeed 7s is a Zrnth too Notori- 
ous, ever to be put to the Zryal. But yet fo-Houd-winke 
at this time, is our. Reaſon, that the very Umbrage of the 
Preſumptive Firs being; of the Red-Letter-Stamp, is of 
it ſelf, (without any other Sezghts ) found Suffcient to 
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old Stales,” ) are breaking in upon us like a Delaze. 'So 
that with producing Arguments, to Moderate our Appre- 
hznſions as-to-the One, to-prove the almoſt /mpaſſib:lity 
of Effetting the Orher, -were there. never. ſo. great a 
Diſpoſition that way ; and with an Offer at an Zxpe- 
dient of my own, in reference tothe Security of our Re/i- 
gion, and Freedoms , I {hall put a Period to this Tedious 
Serible. ; | 

No man is more willing than my ſelf, togrant that the 
Popiſh Religion 1s little better than a Compound of meer S:- 
cular Intereſt, Hypocrifie, and _——_— and that the ve- 
ry _— of the Zeſuits do inſpirit and Prompt them 
to the ating of. Outragious /iolexces,upon the Perſons of 


thoſe that enjoy a greater Zi2ht and Purity of the Goſpel, 
than themſelves. But yet I muſt averr (on the other 
hand) that, ' Since, through the peculiar Mercy and Pro- 


vidence of God, and the Indefatigable Induſtry and Vigi- 
-lance of Authority; all their Machinations have hitherto 
been defeated, and their Coxſpiracies againſt Charch and 
State rendred Abortive;; it will become us both as Mer 
and Chriſtians, to temper our Paſſions, and to reſt /atis- | 
fied with the fingular Care and Concern, that the Govern- | 
ment vouchſafes continually to expreſs both for our pre- | 
ſext and future ſafety and preſervation, in all Reſpefts. Full | 
well I know, that nothing is of greater Concernment than 
the Security of that Religion, which, by the Blood of ſo 
many bleſſed and Glorious Martyrs, has ( by Gods imme- | 
diate blefling ) been ſo firmly Eſtabliſh'd amongſt us. But 
then weare to take ſpecial heed too that welend not over 
ealie an Far toſuch ascry up Religiox,and deſign Fattion, | 
as cry out Zeal for the Zord of Heoſts,when they intend on- * 
ly Self Intereſt , to keep up a party ; an Aﬀetted way, or 1 
to be the Jpſe dixit of a Connty: Religion has not at all 
proſper'd by undue practices to advance it. *Tis Meek- 
neſ;, Patience, Humility,and other the Graces of the S$pi- 
nit, that Convince and Comvert, when Rigidneſs, Cenſur- 
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ine and the Sword Inflame and Harden, Has not Gods fo- 
wer, or truth, Fvidence to ſecure it ſelf? Let but the Go- 
Hy | pel have Free-paſſage, and it will make its own way : For 
Be all true Prodog. do unanimouſly difown the Promoti- 
eq on of it by the Sword, as totally Unchriſtian;, and bequeath 
on it to the Pope, and the Zark, Was nor, now, the main- 
us ' tenance of our Fundamental Laws the pretence of ourlate 
Quarrel? - Found we not the Spirit of the VVation rouz'd 
he up, upon the ſound-of a 77umpet ? Popery, was it not den 
Se- ery'd, and Religion, Proteſtant Religion, yudg'd to be 1 
'G- # danger? Were wenot call'd out tothe Barte/,upon the ac- 
MF countof Zeal, with Curſe ye Meroz? And yet under our 
of Free-Eſtate (asthey termed 1t ) our Religion ( lo much 
&, | of it eſpecially as- could be call'd Proteſtant) turn'd 
er | into HFantonneſs ; and our Diviſions became ſo great, 
'0- 3 that we durſt not exa/perate, by advancing, that del of 
= the Presbyters, Diſcipline, nor indeed could we, if we durſt ; 
TOY for the moſt «Five of our Statiſts, If they had any &e- 
d | Jigjon at all-*rwas that of the Setfary, which they own'd 
*# | asthe main Supporter of their Model, whole /ntereſt it 
ſ- *# wastogive Zicentiou/neſs to all. As for Laws, thoſe which 
n- # weador'd for Excellency and Antiquity, they were ( by. 
<- # them ) of neceſſity alter'd,;'in our Freedoms of Perſon and | 
ll 7 Z/ate, wherein true Liberty is principally concern'd : For 
_ when the Fuſe of Commons (or rather the Rump of it ) 
lo | had engroſs'd 'the Soveraiox Power ; they both /mpoſed 
& & Taxes, and Zevydthem, by vertue of atrifling Ordinance, 
ut # which could never be done before, but by an Att of Par- 
T 3 ltiament, ſolemnly and regularly pals'd by the Xing and : 
” * the Three Eſtates: And having of 7ribunes of the people, 
i- 7 C(asit were) and their Zalwark againſt. High Payments, 
T 3 and preſſures, demanded by the King, advanc'd them- 
ll 7 felyes into the degree of Princes; they took upon.them 
to aſſef and i-preſſus at pleaſure ; and we might complain 
as long as we would of the Reiterzted Burthen ,- bur-there 
was no remedy but Patience ; becauſe no Appeal left us, 
zemielves being both Parties and Faudzes. .  _ | 
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I could heartily wiſh there were at preſent no more rea- 
ſon ro be apprehenſive of Popery, than there was in thoſe 
days: Bur yet, let his R. H's. perſ»vaſrox be what it will, 
this I'm ſure of, that Dr. Oates has depoſed upon.Oath, 
that the Zeſuits were ſo far from ſaying or aiting indiffe- 
rently, as to his perſon, that in their H1iſh Plot, they had 
mark d him out alſo for Sauchter, with his moſt Royal, 
molt Proteſtant Brother. Now the late Marqueſs of Ar- 
2yle was wont to lay it down 2s a Prixciple 1n Policy, that 
it was the Charatter of 'a wiſe man , not to let the World 
know what Religion he was of : But (for my own part) Ican- 
not in Charity but hope the beſt /as to Chriſtian tenderneſs 
and moderation in Religious conceraments) of a Perſor, 
that has been ſo Zedtur'd and Zutor'd by our late Glorious 
Martyr, (as well as by Experience) into a Yeneration for, 
and a perſeverance in that Pure, Reformed Religion ; the 
Printiples of which he ſuck'd in with his very 474k, and 
in Defezce of which his ever bleſſed Father laid down his 
moſt precious Life upon a Scaffold, You may read 
his words thus. * I do require you, (addreſſing to his pre- 
* {ent Majeſty) as your Father, and your Xing, that you ne+ 
* ver ſuffer your Heart to receivethe leaſt Check againſt, or 
<Di/affettion from the True Religion eftabliſh'd in the Church 
© ;f England : I tell you I have tryed it, and after much 
* Search,andmany Diſputes, have concluded it to be the be/# 
*in the World, not only in the Community, as Chriſtiax, 
* but alſo in the ſpecial Notion, as Reformed ; keeping thi 
* riddle way berween the pomp of Superſtitions Tyranny, an 
* the meanneſs of Phantaſtick Anarchy, &c. To this lence, 
ſpake he, when he had no more to ſpeak, | 

As tothe apprehenſions of Zyran-y, Thope (by what I 
have already delivered in the Body of this Diſcourſe) it ap- 
pears,that there is leſs ground to fear it, tharfmany people 
might before imagine ; for that itis next to an Japoſſibilzry 
to introduce it. And upon probable grounds, I perſwads 
my {elf,that ſhould the Duke ever have the occaſion offer'd, 


w 
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yet would he be wiſer than to make tryal of the Zxper- 
ment ; knowing. well as he mult needs do, that ſhould: 
ull; the Exg/iſb Liberties be violated inthe example but of an 
th, one ſingJe Perſon, all the tyes of Conſcience:and Allegt- 
7e- Y ance would hardly be ſufficient to reftrain the Nation from 
ad } holding it {elf concern'd upon that account, and appre- 
il, & hend it ſelf ready for the Ferrers, whereby, what with 
fr Fear, what, with te, ſuch a ſtorm: would be rais'd, as- 
at might {hake the ſureſt Fowndations of the Government ; 
ld | and ſo very muctr has Majeity already ſuffer'd by the Fury 
n- | of the People, that it has noxeaſontobe over earneſt upon: 
(s afreſh encounterof it. | | 
n, But 'tis farther OhjeFed (itſeems)hat there is a /72- 
us diftive and /zplacable wptr if in the Calſze:. Now this 1s molt | 
T, manifeſt {indeed ) that there have been provecations to-. 
1e the berg ht, but ſhall we therefore continae to provoke, be- - 
1d ® cauſe we have begos ? *Tis a Rule (yowknow) that he that- 
iis = does wrong, never forgives, but he that has wrong, may. . 
ad The Intereſt of Revenge is-pathonate;- but the Intereſt of 
re Profit ariſes from a paſſion that prevaik more ; and he is - 
e+ E very weak, that antepoſes Rumonr and w4in Paſſion, when : 
or F it ſtands in Competition with his Safery.-. To ſpeak home, 
ch Tetereſt rules the whole World, and Princes (as others) do 
h # more intend the eſtabliſhing of their ow» Grearreſs, than 
/f a petty Revenge that may hazard it : But for this ſearchiwe 
x, the Zxperiences of paſt Aces. Henry the Great of France, 
1C was ſo far from puniſhing any of the holy Zeague, that las 
d F bour'd, by all means poſſible, to keep him from.his Riehr, 
c, and to mwrther him, that (on the contrary) he imployed 
thoſe very Perſons that had-been his mats Oppoſites, in his 
I Armies, in his Offices, and in his Councils, And what ſhall * 
2- we fay of King Fames, who ſent Meſſages, made /ows, 
e Pepced Revenge, andall to prevent thatfatal Srrok-from 
'y falling upon his 4/other,(the, Qxeen of Scots) under Queen - 
Eliz. but to no effeR.: | Obferve the Ifſtie now: Shortly 
Q.#/iz.dies,. and thoſe very ou that.aQed perſonally 
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inthe Mdthers Death, were the inoſt forward to' court the 
Son to the Crows, 'and 'he became eftabliſhed with' all 
Prerogatives incident to the Engliſh ay What? AQts 
he in the way:of Revenge? No'; he, like a wiſe Prince, 
feeling thewarmih of fo rich a Climate, generoufly pardons 
the injury of his Mother, and we read not of {0 much as 
vne of thoſe Nobles, or their ſue, that ſuffer'd Diminuti- 
on by any:Reſentment, upon-chat account; ' His wife Fa- 
ther alſo, that had been beaten into the knowledge of the 
Engliſh Spirit; writes thus: *Letno Paſhion (my Son) be- 
* tray you to any ſtudy of Revenpe-upon thoſe whoſe own 
© Sin and Folly will ſufficient! pou them in due time : 
* Be confident that woft of all Sides that have done miſe, 
*haveidone ſo, not out.of Malice, but M:ſ-information, or 
* Miſ-apprehenſion of Things. None will be more Zoya! 
*to Me or 76u, than thoſe SubjeAs, who, ſenſible of 7heir 
* Errors, and Owr Jnjuries, will feel, in their own Souls, 
* moſt vehemeat mwotzons to Repert ance, and earneſt deſires 
© ro make ſome Reparations for their former Defects, &e. 
Thelike ſaid he at his /aff/howr. But why do we Doubt or 
Diſtruſt? May we not have a Proteſtant Parliament upon 
all Zxigencies? Have we not a Proteſtant Council, a Prote- 
ſtant Militia, a Proteſtant Clergy, and a Proteſtant People ? 
what (in reaſon) can we deſire more, toward our future 
ſecurity ? | | 


d. 8, Y OU will not expe@ from me (Pm ſure) that1 
{ſhould fo acquit my ſelf of every Objettion, as to leave all 
men ſatisfied; eſpecially fuch as carry aByaſs of Preferment, 
Profit, or Fattion: Men that have in deſign Exorbitances 
of Power, or Health, will hardly, with frouments, be re- 
claimed: And ſome there are (I know) that have ſo long 
poſſeſled their Heads with frong Notions, that they are 
not capable to take in Rez/on,*apainft them; and' there- 
upon, run on:Frantick in Error,' till there be a "Rotation in 
their Brainj.: Such there arewho witli Confidence,fo often 
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have told a Zye, that, at length, themſelves come to be- 
leve it to be a Z7#th : But we ſhall be too wiſe [1 hope; 
ſhould ever thatiday come) to prefer the Zztereft or ///i/- 
falneſs of a Few, to'the Safety and Helfare of the hole. 
I ſhall not deny, yet, that it is eaſier to demonſtrate what 
may be Evil, than poſitively to aſſert what will be Good : 
but however comparing 7imeswith Zhings, (as is above 
repreſented) I doubt not to Evidence, that to keep where 
we are, and tobe contented with our Zot, is a Courle much 
rather to be embrac'd, as that which, in great probability 
may be Good ,, than, by puſhing at Zncertainties, to pull 
down moſt lamentable Confuſions and Deſo/ations upon our 
own Heads, which of neceſſity muſt be Zvi/, Itherefore 

ever was, and ſtill am of opinion, that it is both our Zz- 

tereſt and our Duty to embrace, with Oper Arms, the late, 

ample, generous Offers of his molt Gracious Majeſty, in 

order to Proviſions for our nm Security, in point of 
Freedom and Religion : As for the Reſt, let us but have 

our Good Old Zaws duly put in Execution ; and then (by 

Gods afliſtance) we ſhall be in a Capacity to defie the Pope, 

the Devil, and all their Yorks, come what will come. 


$. 9.Thus,Sir,haveIrun through the ſeveral Heads that 
you were pleaſed to propound : And if, by what Ihave 
written, I beſo fortunate as to make your Friend a Convert, 
"twill be an infinite ſatisfaQtion to me ; becauſe, thereby I 
may hope to /avea Soul, but, at the worſt, Lmay ſay with 
the Text, that 7 /ball hide a multitude of Sins. Now ſhould 
I frame twenty EFxc»ſes tg you for the Length, the Inc- 
quality, the Inſufficiency,.nay, and for rhe Boldneſs and 
Preſumption of this Diſour e but I have neither WilL 
nor Leiſure to 7rifle at ſuch a rate : Iam conſcious to m 
ſelf \noman more) of my great want of Abilities, requi- 
ite for an Undertaking of ſuch Weight and Importance ; 
only I was reſoly'd to let you {ce, that no Conſiderations 
whatſoever were of force (with me) ro withſtand the Au- 
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